The McRae Street and North Railway
Street area is the historic heart of
Okotoks with distinctive shops in
many landmark buildings, restaurants,
businesses and cultural centres
including the Okotoks Art Gallery
and the Museum and Archives.
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MAIN STREET MARKET

Begin your walk at Main Street Market
at the west end of McRae where you’ll
discover a wonderfully eclectic shop with
products from over 100 local creators,
ranging from the whimsical to the practical,
the wearable to the edible and everything
in-between. One of my favourite sections is
the fresh and frozen food. I go right for the
sweet treats, Davenport’s Tasty Sensations
and their butternut crunch, caramel
popcorn and nuts.

ONTAP OIL & VINEGAR

A few steps east is Ontap Oil & Vinegar.
The knowledgeable staff can advise you
on the dizzying array of flavour varieties.
Experiment with pairings such as lime
olive oil and passion fruit, white balsamic
vinegar, or olive wood smoked olive oil with
pomegranate balsamic. The shop also has
a huge selection of teas.

COZY COTTAGE INTERIORS

Antique hunters will want to cross to the
south side of McRae to discover two floors
overflowing with vintage treasures and
antiques along with a mix of new country
style home furnishings. The owners scour
the continent for collectibles, specializing
in primitive country pieces dating from
the 1800s.

Walkotoks
Ambassador
Richard Ellum

Wood worker, teacher, artist, long distance
runner and singer.

“What I love most about Okotoks
is that we have everything in
our town. There are many fine
family-owned businesses and
inventive local merchants. This
area is special because the
merchants sell many products
made right here in Okotoks,
items you won’t find anywhere
else. Some of the shops are in
century-old buildings with great
stories behind the wood, bricks,
and mortar. ”
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A VERY DELIGHTFUL BOUTIQUE

This charming boutique is located in the
charming brick Ardiel House, built in 1904
and lovingly restored in 2010, with its wide
veranda and shining hard wood floors.
The bright and airy shop is like entering
a friend’s home and carries an exclusive
selection of women and children’s clothing
as well as home decor and art.
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HEARTLAND CAFÉ

McRae Street and N Railway Street form
a Y at the Plaza. If you’re in the mood for
a sweet cold treat, keep left and continue
around the corner towards the Big Dipper
Ice Cream Shop, a locally owned dispenser
of a long list of frozen flavours and a variety
of tasty treats. One of my favourites is
Strawberry Rhubarb.
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LINEHAM AVE

BIG DIPPER ICE CREAM SHOP

START

ALBERTA AVE

Surrounding the plaza are shops,
restaurants, and businesses in some of
the town’s most beautiful and important
heritage buildings. The Heartland Café,
a favourite of mine, is in a stately white
church built at the turn-of-the 20th century.
The elegant interior retains the church’s
atmosphere with its tall and lofted ceiling.
The modern, fresh menu is equally inviting.

CLARKE AVE
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McRae and
North Railway

Your next stop is the Olde Towne Plaza
hugged by buildings steeped in Okotoks
history. The plaza is a modern public
space with a stage where theatre troupes
and musicians from country to classical
perform. There are also places to sit, rest,
and visit and maybe enjoy a snack you
purchased from one of the local eateries.

VETERANS WAY
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BISTRO 1882 &
FRENCH 50 BAKERY

Continue east along N Railway to Bistro
1882. As well as being one of the best French
restaurants in Alberta, it is undoubtedly
one of Okotoks’ most unusual buildings. The
nickel façade and the upper floor with its
detailed corners and cornice moulding are
eye-catching. The dining experience is equally
extraordinary. Lunch and dinner menus include
locally sourced produce with a French flourish.
There’s fresh bread made on the premises at
the French 50 Bakery and you can take a loaf
home for yourself.

MUSEUM AND ARCHIVES

Step across the parking lot to the Museum and
Archives. Built in 1905, this grand house was
home to several prominent families including
Mayor George Welch. Now it’s dedicated to
telling the stories of Okotoks and region.
Step inside this elegant old-style home to
learn about local history, with exhibits on its
three floors.

OKOTOKS ART GALLERY

The walk culminates at the epicentre of local
culture, the Okotoks Art Gallery, immediately
recognizable as a reimagined train station built
in 1929. This centre for the visual arts reflects
the wealth of creativity and dynamic energy
in our community. It also serves as the visitor
centre, where you can discover everything you
need to know about Okotoks.

RED BARN MERCANTILE /
ALL THROUGH THE HOUSE

A short drive east on North Railway Street,
you’ll find Red Barn Mercantile / All Through
The House. A bargain hunter’s dream, this
warehouse is chock-a-block full of bargains
and curiosities. There are 16 vendors each with
their distinctive collection of antiques, retro,
shabby chic, barnwood specialties. I dare you
not to take home an Okotoks-centric souvenir.

